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Relic Uncovered
In Cemetery Dig
Points to Area’s

Earliest Humans
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Washington Post Staff Writer

With its plethora of plaques, museums and
homes of past presidents, Alexandria is a city
that is proud of its history.

But nothing in any Alexandria museum
can compare with a chipped rock the size of a
matchbox that archaeologists identified last
week as the oldest artifact ever found in the
city. _

Estimated to be 13,000 years old, the
spearhead is the first piece of evidence that
people inhabited Alexandria when it was just
grasslands. Previously, the oldest artifact un-
earthed in Alexandria was a 9,000-year-old
spearhead found at Jones Point.

“That is really what makes it very signifi-
cant,” said Alexandria preservation archaeol-
ogist Francine Bromberg. “We thought [peo-
ple] were here, but we never had the tool
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. Archaeologists excavating in Alexandria -
discovered this 13,000-year-old spearhead, the
oldest evidence of human presence in the city.






