Archaeologists discover
13,000-year-old artifact

Freedmen’s Cemetery has yielded
archaeologists Alexandria’s oldest
relic, a quartzite spear point from
13,000 years ago.

Archaeologists have been digging
on the site of the old cemetery since

May, marking the grave sites of for--

mer slaves and free men of color who
were buried there during the Civil
War. The cemetery was abandoned in
1869 and the land lay dormant for
many years, owned by one individual
until he transferred title to the
Catholic Church. In the mid-20th
century, it became the home of a gas
station and an office building.
Finally, when Woodrow Wilson
bridge construction began, the site
was returned to the City of
Alexandria to be made into a memo-
rial to those who are still buried
there.

Since digging began, archaeolo-
gists have found more than a thou-
sand artifacts from the Native
Americans who lived in Alexandria
through the ages. The site’s use or
lack thereof has protected these
relics, according to City Archaeologist
Pam Cressey.
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A reworked Clovis point discovered at
a dig site in Alexandria is believed to
be 13,000 years old.






